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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56 AND 37 C.F.R. 1.97-1.98, Applicants submit the 
documents cited on the attached PTO-Form 1449. Copies of the above-noted documents are 
submitted herewith. Each of the references cited in Form 1449 is briefly discussed below. 
Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
search report issued by the EPO in applicants corresponding EPO patent application. The 
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search report issued on May 5, 2004. A copy of the search report is attached. The date of 
issuance of the EPO search report is not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. 

The EPO search report cited the references discussed below. Contrary to 
allegations made in the search report regarding the relevance of these references, it is 
submitted that none of these references are relevant to applicants claimed invention. 
Each of the references is discussed below. 

1. Japanese Kokai 61202744 is directed to a lost wax mold. The abstract teaches 
addition of fibers to slurry. Nothing in this reference teaches or suggests use of 
dry blends of refractory filler and fiber as in the claimed invention. 

2. Japanese Kokai 57206548 is directed to a fiber composition for use in a mold. The 
Kokai shows forming slurry by suspending refractory powder and then adding 
inorganic fibers to the slurry. Nothing in this Kokai teaches or suggests the use 
of dry blends as in the claimed invention. 

3. Japanese Kokai 11156482 is directed to a mold for casting. Refractory slurry that 
is supplied to a mold includes a refractory such as fused silica together with 
colloidal silica. This reference fails to teach or suggest the use of dry blends as in 
the claimed invention. 

4. EPO 0763392 shows use of an aqueous slurry that includes ingredients for the 
formation of a calcium silicate matrix and a carbon fiber. Nothing in this 
reference, however, teaches or suggests use of dry blends of fiber and refractory 
powder as in the claimed invention. 

5. WO 00/05009 is directed to a ceramic shall mold. Nothing in this reference 
teaches or suggests use of dry blends of refractory filler and fiber as in the 
claimed invention. 

6. US 3878034 is directed to a refractory laminate. Nothing in this reference teaches 
or suggests use of dry blends of refractory filler and fiber as in the claimed 
invention. 

7. US 5738819 is directed to manufacture of ceramic shell molds. Nothing in this 
reference teaches or suggests the use of dry blends of refractory filler and fiber as 
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in the claimed invention. 

8. US 4196769 is directed to manufacture of ceramic shell molds. Nothing in this 
reference teaches or suggest the use of dry blends of refractory filler and fiber as 
in the claimed invention. 

I hereby certify that the enclosed reference(s) were not cited in a communication 
from a foreign Patent Office concerning a counterpart foreign application or known to 
any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Statement. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




John A. Parrish 
Attorney for Applicant 



Reg. No 31, 918 
Ph.: 610 617 8960 
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